WHAT 1S P@DPLES SONG® 


Well, it's like this. People all over the world and all over this country have 
always been making up songs about the things that were on their minds. Work songs, 
play songs, nonsense songs, religious songs and fighting songs. Put them all to- 
gether-~that's what we call "People's Songs", There's only one thing wrong -~ or 
maybe right -- with them -- they're not commercial, They don't have love-dove, 
June-croon in them, they're not slick enough and they talk about life as it really 


is. 


Now then, in December of 1945 a bunch of people who'd learned to love and know 
these songs and the people from whom they come, whotd done their share of adding to 
them and singing them around, singers and songwriters like Pete Seeger and Lee Hays, 
like Woodie Guthrie and Josh White, like Bess Hawes and Millard Lampell and Earl 
Robinson got together one evening and decided to do something about it. So, on 
$150 collected from among themselves in chunks of 5 and 10 dollars, they started 
this organization they called People's Songs, Inc, to spread these songs around, to 
bring to as many people of this country as possible, the true, democratic message 
that came out of this msic, -- To make these songs which the people created, go 
to work for the people at last, helping them in their fight for petter living con- 
ditions, less discrimination, better housing and shorter working hours, 


These people rented a small office and started to publish a six-page mimeo- 
graphed bulletin, They began to stage get-togethers and song-swapping sessions 
(Hootenamnies) and soon word got around and People's Songs grew. The bulletin, now 
photo-printed, full of new and old songs, of articles and stories goes to thousands 
of People all over the country -- people like you and me who want to learn these 
songs and find out how to use them in commmity, church or school, And more and 
more.are joining up every day to become a part of this singing movement that repre- 


sents all that's best and honest in American culture, 


Soon Singers went to Pittsburgh, to Chicago, to Schnectady, to Detroit and 
elsewhere, Records, filmstrips, songsheets and transcriptions were made, And out 
in Los Angeles, singers and songwriters got together and formed a branch of 
People's Songs - People's Songs of California, Within a few short weeks people's 
songs were sung in San Francisco, San Diego, Salinas and Seattle, up and down the 
West Coast, Out in Chicago -- they called it the Midwest Division of People's Acs 
Songs, to bring these songs to the people of Illinois, Wisconsin and the Dakotas, 
And shortly after that People's Songsters in Cleveland, Toronto, Detroit, Minneapolis 
got together and started singing and writing songs for their own communities, 


It soon got to the point where it was obvious that a more closely-knit national 
organization was necessary, And so, in October, 1947, People's Songs first national 
convention was held in Chicago, From it came a national constitution and a better 
understanding of where we were all going. And People's Songs is still growing . . .« 
that's where YOU come in, 

People's Songs, Inc, 
126 WV, 21st Street 
New York City 
Sirs: ([] Please send me free of cost, your catalogue of records and 
song books, 
(JEnclosed find $2.50 for one year's subscription to 
People's Songs bulletin, I wnderstand that this subscription entitles me to 12 
issues of the People's Songs bulletin, and to reductions on certain records and 
song books as they “become available. 
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